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On 25 July 2024, the Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence (CSDDD, Directive 2024/1760) entered into force.  
The CSDDD will impose rigorous sustainability and human rights due diligence obligations on a broad scope of companies 
operating within the EU. It requires companies to identify, prevent, and mitigate potential or actual adverse human rights and 
environmental impacts connected with their operations upstream and downstream. Companies have to publicly communicate 
on sustainability due diligence, establish a complaints procedure and can face far-reaching penalties. It also provides access to 
grievance mechanisms and legal remedies by introducing a civil liability scheme with the right to full compensation and enables 
trade unions and NGOs to enforce those rights. The effects on companies in scope as well as SMEs will be relevant soon and affect 
procurement, quality & security, legal etc. The CSDDD as an EU directive must be transposed into national law, which will lead to 
relevant changes to the German Supply Chain Due Diligence Act (LkSG). 
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Welcome address and introduction

The topics: 

	• Core elements of CSDDD
	• Scope of application & transposition
	• New company obligations under the CSDDD
	• Risk management in the supply chain
	• Identifying actual and potential adverse impacts
	• Prevention and remedial measures 
	• Notification mechanism and a complaints procedure 

	• Reporting and public communication 
	• Civil liability and legal remedies
	• Obligations to combat climate change 
	• Penalties and enforcement mechanisms
	• Legal consequences
	• The role of multi-stakeholder initiatives
	• The indirect impact on SMEs and non-EU companies
	• How can companies prepare best?
	• Practical experiences from Germany

Questions and answers

Register now for the free event: www.akademie-fresenius.com/csddd

With expertise from: 
Andreas Meisterernst, Meisterernst Rechtsanwälte (law firm), primarily advises and represents national and 
international companies from the food and consumer goods industry with regard to the entire regulatory 
framework, often in complex cases at the interface between law and science. His focus is on strategic aspects 
of product development, distribution in the EU including contract drafting, labelling and advertising with a 
particular focus on the impact of unfair commercial practices (e.g. health claims, green claims, law on unfair 
competition). He advises on internal risk management and corporate social responsibility in the value chain 
including EU and national sustainability legislation and stakeholder issues. 

Leonie Evans, Meisterernst Rechtsanwälte (law firm), advises and represents national and international 
clients in all matters of German and European food and feed law as well as intellectual property and 
competition law. The focus of her legal work is on providing comprehensive advice to nationally and 
internationally operating companies in the food industry, in particular on issues of product categorisation 
and marketability, on labelling and product advertising of food supplements, foods for special medical 
purposes (FSMP), organic and conventional foodstuffs. She also focuses on sustainability issues, the EU 
Green Deal, EU sustainability legislation such as CSDDD, CSRD, EUDR, Green claims, packaging law and the 
German Act on supply chain due diligence (LkSG).


